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Hosting an Event For Your Legislator at Your Home 

An effective way to educate an elected official on developmental disabilites is to host them in your  

home for an informal gathering. Not only is this a useful way of informing them on issues that are 

important to you, but it is a great way to begin to build a longer-term personal relationship that might 

be helpful down the road.  You will also begin to build credibility as a subject matter expert on 

disabilities and will be seen as a community resource for your legislator.  We hope they might contact 

you in the future as a resource on developmental disabilities. 

A few things to consider when planning your event: 

o Contact your legislators via their assistants at the capitol or by calling their district phone numbers. 

Be specific and tell him/her that people with developmental disabilites are important to you and you 

would like to discuss some of the challenges that people with disabilites are facing with the justice 

system. Make sure they know you are a parent, family member, self-advocate, or professional who 

lives in their district.  Tell them this will be a small gathering in your home with other families who 

live in their district. 

o Confirm a date/time for their visit. Plan on an hour total.   

o Invite a small group (e.g., 3-5) of advocates who live in the district to attend your gathering.  We can 

share some names if you need help identifying people. 

o Prepare any materials to give to the legislator. AADD will provide a fact sheet on the issue of 

standard of proof.  Be sure to also include your contact information or a business card along with 

the packet of information.  We can prepare any other materials you might want. 

o Follow a detailed agenda for the visit. AADD will provide an agenda and discuss it with you prior to 

the event. Attached are items specific to the justice issue we are pursuing.  Other relevant DD facts 

will also be discussed as a part of the agenda. 

o Immediately following the event, AADD will conduct a debrief meeting to discuss any action items 

that need follow up with your legislator. 

Send a personal note two (2) days after the event thanking the legislator for his/her time.  


